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Bruun Rasmussen will host its ‘Antique Carpets and Rugs’ auction in Copenhagen on
8 May 2025 at 1pm CEST (12pm BST), with a preview of the sale from 1–7 May. 

The auction is must-see for carpet and textile enthusiasts and will feature a curated
selection of rugs, carpets, tapestry and embroidery. Highlights include a rare Tabriz Petag
carpet, elegant Heriz carpets, a collectible Azerbaijan ‘Peacock’ cover and classical
Caucasian rugs. 

For further information, contact Henrik Schleppegrel. 
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The 16th edition of the International Conference on Oriental Carpets (ICOC) is due to
take place in Northern Italy in 2027. Initially planned to show in 2026 for its 50th
anniversary, the event has been postponed until the following year to avoid coinciding with
the Winter Olympics in Milan and Cortina. The show will offer a variety of lectures centred
on Oriental carpets, as well as some major exhibitions organised by MITA which houses
the extraordinary Zaleski collection of over 1300 antique carpets. It will also be aligned with
a festival of textiles organised with HALI publications.
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The Decorative Fair will take place from 6–11 May 2025 at Evolution London in
Battersea Park, showcasing an extensive variety of antiques, design and art. 

Marking four decades this year, the thrice-annual event has increasingly become a major
attraction for collectors as well as decorators, showcasing eye-catching and special objects
from antique rugs and garden decoration, to grand tour sculptures, fine jewellery and more.

Exhibitors range from long-time experts to up and coming specialists in the trade. Discover
the latest selections offered by 130 dealers including Joshua Lumley, Katharine Pole,
Rogers-Forghani, Wakelin & Linfield, Foster & Gane, Chelsea Vintage Couture and Owen
Parry.

For more information, visit The Decorative Fair website. 

This floral velvet from India and other
sumptuous examples of rare silk
hangings, velvet carpets and decorative
covers show how textile production
blossomed during the reign of the Mughal
dynasty (1526–1858). ‘Flourishing India:
Textiles from the Mughal Empire’ shows
at the Abegg-Stiftung Museum in
Riggisberg from 27 April–9 November
and highlights the diversity of textiles
which adorned the halls of Indian palaces.

For more information, visit the Abegg-
Stiftung website.
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Our current #RugFactFriday centres around representations of people in rugs. This week,
we draw attention to a Kerman pictorial rug dated circa 1900, which featured in HALI 208.

This rug was sold in a remarkable auction at Dorotheum, Vienna, on 26 April 2021, where
78% of lots sold, all exceeding their asking price. The highest paid price in the auction was
achieved by this carpet depicting famous personalities from history; Jesus is shown at the
top, and below him are Napoleon, Genghis Khan and Frederick the Great, alongside fifty-
one other famous figures. ‘Each was numbered, and in the medallions of the border one
could look them up in a corresponding index. A very fine carpet in good condition, it was
signed Kerman Milani and went for €40,300 ($49,305) against an estimate of €9,000.’ 

In the same auction, a smaller Kerman pictorial rug went for €25,300 (est. €3,800), two
fine Serafian carpets reached €19,050 and €17,800, and a Saruk sold for €20,300.

The full article can be accessed with a digital subscription to HALI. 

Image: Kerman pictorial carpet, Persia, ca. 1900. Dorotheum, Vienna, 26 April 2021, lot 44.
In HALI 208
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