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Following the record-breaking success of
Christie's sale of paintings from the Aga
Khan collection on 28 October, which
achieved a total of £45.8 million, HALI
attended the 'Art of the Islamic and
Indian Worlds including Rugs and
Carpets' sale in London on 30 October.
A rare Selendi ‘bird’ carpet, estimated
between £250,000-350,000, sold for
£279,400, while a Tekke ‘bird’ asmalyk,
estimated at £25,000-35,000, achieved
£44,450. A highlight of the sale was an

impressive Safavid Isfahan carpet, which
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80,000, fetching an outstanding £381,000.
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“Iextiles of Mourning
and Survival’, Art
Institute of Chicago

The Art Institute of Chicago’s current
exhibition, ‘On Loss and Absence:
Textiles of Mourning and Survival’,
enlightens the ways in which textiles serve
as a means to uphold spiritual traditions
and to process grief. A hundred objects
and textiles feature in this show running in
lllinois until 15 March 2026, including a
19th-century ceremonial hanging and a
20th-century lwo Yoruba.

Visit the Art Institute of Chicago website

for more information.

‘A History of ( ‘hinain
Silk’, Hong Kong
’alace Muscum

Exploring art, technology and cultural
exchange along the Silk Roads, 'A
History of China in Silk: The Chris Hall
Collection at the Hong Kong Palace
Museum' reveals the vibrant history of
China through silk. Running until 6 April
2026, the show draws on the Chris Hall
collection of textiles, which feature more
than a hundred Chinese textiles from the
Warring States period (475—221 BCE) to
the early 20th century.

Visit the Hong_Kong Palace Museum

website for more information.
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Jacqueline Simcox — Chinese Textiles at Sotheby’s

Jacqueline Simcox will hold an exhibition of Chinese textiles at Sotheby's in London
from 1-5 November as part of Asian Art in London. The selection on display will feature
Ming and Qing dynasty textiles, early silk brocades, Buddhist appliqués and rank
badges—including this silk kesi rank badge for an empress or high ranking princess, dated
circa 1500 (above).

Visit the Asian Art in London website for more information.

This #FridayFocus highlights a velvet
depicting ladies in a garden, produced in
Guijarat, India, in the early 17th century.
The piece, which features on the cover of
HALI 225, is discussed by Anna Jolly
among the standout works in the Abegg-
Stiftung’s special exhibition 'Flourishing

India: Textiles from the Mughal Empire'.

This richly coloured velvet dating to the
reign of Emperor Jahangir (1605-1627)
illustrates the luxury of Mughal textiles.
The design depicts a woman beside a tall
cypress, surrounded by the flowering
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This piece's courtly context is reflected through the materials and techniques, marking it as
a luxury fabric. Gold threads cover the ground, while the lady’s jewellery is delicately
crafted from loops of silver brocade.

Jolly says: 'Magnificent velvets such as this appear to have been woven under the
influence of Iranian weavers. When they migrated to India, they brought with them both
their designs and technical innovations such as the art of exchanging individual pile warp
threads during the weaving process. This enabled them to produce a greater variety of
shades than could be obtained by conventional velvet weaving.'

Read the full article via a digital subscription to HALI.
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